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jose saramago history utopia and the necessity of

José Saramago, a renowned Portuguese writer and Nobel laureate, is celebrated for his
thought-provoking literature that challenges conventional perspectives and explores profound
philosophical themes. Among the myriad topics intertwined in his work, the concepts of history,
utopia, and the necessity of societal change stand out as central motifs that reflect his worldview.
Understanding Saramago?s perspective on these themes offers valuable insights into his literary
legacy and the enduring relevance of his ideas in contemporary society. This article delves into the
intricate relationship between José Saramago, the notions of history and utopia, and why these
ideas remain essential today.

José Saramago: A Brief Biography and Literary Background

Early Life and Influences

José Saramago was born in 1922 in Azinhaga, Portugal. Growing up in a rural environment, his
early experiences with poverty and hardship deeply influenced his worldview. Saramago?s exposure
to the socio-political landscape of Portugal, including the Estado Novo regime, shaped his critical
stance towards authority, tradition, and societal structures.

Literary Career and Notable Works

Saramago?s literary journey began with poetry and essays before he gained international
recognition through novels such as Baltasar and Blimunda, The Gospel According to Jesus Christ,
and Blindness. His writing style is characterized by long sentences, minimal punctuation, and a
philosophical tone that invites readers to question reality and moral values.

Philosophical and Political Engagement

A committed socialist and humanist, Saramago used his literature as a platform to critique social
injustice, authoritarianism, and the decline of moral values. His works often explore themes of
utopia, dystopia, and the potential for societal transformation, making his perspective on history and
societal necessity particularly compelling.

Understanding the Concept of Utopia in Saramago?s Work

Defining Utopia and Its Historical Context
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The term utopia originates from Thomas More?s 1516 work, describing an ideal society free of
suffering and injustice. Over centuries, utopia has evolved from a perfect ideal to a critical concept
for imagining societal improvement. Saramago?s engagement with utopia reflects this tradition but
also incorporates a nuanced view of human imperfection.

Saramago?s Vision of Utopia

For Saramago, utopia is less about achieving perfection and more about the continual striving for
justice, equality, and human dignity. His narratives often depict societies in flux, emphasizing the
importance of hope and collective effort. Unlike static visions of utopia, his works suggest that
utopian ideals serve as guiding principles rather than achievable endpoints.

Utopia as a Tool for Critique and Transformation

Saramago believed that imagining utopian societies allows individuals and communities to critically
assess current realities. In his novels, characters often confront oppressive regimes or societal
indifference, illustrating that utopia is a mental and moral exercise that fosters awareness and
activism.

The Interplay Between History and Utopia in Saramago?s Philosophy

History as a Record of Human Flaws and Achievements

Saramago viewed history as a complex tapestry that records humanity?s triumphs and failures. He
emphasized that understanding history is crucial for grasping the roots of societal injustices and for
envisioning meaningful change.

Historical Narratives and Their Limitations

He critiqued traditional historical narratives that often dismiss marginalized voices or justify
oppressive regimes. Saramago?s alternative histories aim to reveal suppressed truths and
challenge official accounts, fostering a more inclusive understanding of the past.

History as a Foundation for Utopia

In Saramago?s perspective, a conscious engagement with history is essential for constructing
utopian visions. Recognizing past mistakes and injustices informs the pursuit of a more equitable
future, emphasizing that societal progress depends on historical awareness.

The Necessity of Utopia and Historical Reflection in Contemporary
Society
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The Role of Utopia in Addressing Modern Challenges

In an age marked by climate change, social inequality, and political polarization, utopian thinking
remains vital. It inspires innovative solutions and fosters hope, encouraging societies to imagine
alternative futures that prioritize sustainability, justice, and human well-being.

The Importance of Historical Consciousness

Understanding history helps prevent the repetition of past mistakes. It empowers citizens to
recognize patterns of oppression and to advocate for systemic change. Saramago?s emphasis on
historical awareness underscores its necessity in building resilient, just communities.

Why We Need Saramago?s Perspective Today

- Critical Reflection: Saramago urges us to question accepted narratives and challenge authority,
fostering a culture of critical thinking.

- Collective Hope: His view of utopia as an ongoing pursuit inspires hope despite societal
setbacks.

- Moral Responsibility: Recognizing history?s lessons obliges us to actively participate in societal
transformation.

- Imagination and Action: Saramago advocates for combining imagination with concrete action to
forge better futures.

Conclusion: Embracing Utopia and Historical Awareness as
Necessary Human Endeavors

José Saramago?s exploration of history, utopia, and societal necessity offers a compelling blueprint
for navigating the complexities of the modern world. His writings remind us that while perfection may
remain elusive, the pursuit of justice, equality, and moral integrity is an ongoing journey rooted in a
deep understanding of our past. Embracing utopian ideals encourages hope and innovation, while a
conscious engagement with history ensures that progress is grounded in awareness and
responsibility.

In a time when societal divisions and global crises threaten to erode our shared humanity,
Saramago?s philosophy underscores the importance of dreaming collectively and learning from
history. The necessity of utopia and historical reflection is not merely an academic exercise but a
vital part of human survival and flourishing. Through his work, Saramago challenges us to imagine a
better world and to work tirelessly towards making that vision a reality ? demonstrating that the
pursuit of a just society is, indeed, a necessary human endeavor.
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Jose Saramago History Utopia and the Necessity of: A Deep Dive into Literary Vision and Human
Possibility

In the realm of 20th-century literature, few authors have managed to intertwine profound
philosophical inquiry with captivating narrative quite like Jose Saramago. Among his many thematic
explorations, the concepts of history, utopia, and the necessity of envisioning alternative futures
stand out as central pillars that underpin his work. This article offers a comprehensive analysis of
how Saramago?s writings challenge us to reconsider our understanding of history, the importance of
utopian thought, and why imagining better possibilities is not just an artistic exercise but a vital
human necessity.

Understanding Jose Saramago?s Literary Philosophy

Before delving into specific themes, it's essential to appreciate Saramago?s broader literary stance.
A Portuguese novelist and Nobel laureate, Saramago?s writing is characterized by:

- A blending of realism with allegory
- A tendency to question authority and societal norms
- A focus on collective human experiences over individual heroism
- An emphasis on the importance of memory, history, and collective consciousness

His narrative style often involves long sentences, minimal punctuation, and a poetic rhythm that
immerses readers in layered, thought-provoking worlds. Central to his oeuvre is the belief that
literature can serve as a mirror to society and a catalyst for change.

The Role of History in Saramago?s Work

History in Saramago?s writing is not merely a record of past events but a living, breathing entity that
influences present and future realities. He approaches history as a complex tapestry woven from
collective actions, political upheavals, and cultural shifts. For Saramago, understanding history is
vital because:

- It reveals the patterns of human behavior
- It exposes the often-ignored consequences of societal decisions
- It underscores the importance of memory in shaping identity

Key aspects of Saramago?s perspective on history include:
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- Historical amnesia is dangerous: Forgetting the lessons of the past leads to repeated mistakes.
- History as narrative: He often emphasizes that history is shaped by those who tell it, highlighting

the subjective nature of historical accounts.
- The cyclical nature of history: Many of his works depict recurring themes of tyranny, revolution,

and societal collapse, suggesting that history often repeats itself unless consciously altered.

In works such as Blindness and The Gospel According to Jesus Christ, Saramago interrogates
historical narratives, challenging official histories and encouraging readers to see beyond accepted
truths.

Utopia in Saramago?s Literature: Imagining a Better World

While many authors treat utopia as an idealized, often unreachable goal, Saramago?s approach is
more nuanced. He explores utopia not as a perfect paradise but as a vital thought experiment?a
way to question the status quo and inspire change.

Why is utopia necessary?

- It pushes societies to envision alternative futures
- It fosters critical thinking about current social structures
- It provides hope and motivation for activism and reform

In his works, utopias often serve as counterpoints to dystopias, illustrating the potential for human
solidarity, justice, and equality when societal barriers are dismantled.

Notable examples in Saramago?s oeuvre include:

- The imagined societies in The Cave, which critique consumerism and materialism
- The collective, egalitarian communities depicted in Seeing, which emphasize shared

responsibility and empathy
- The allegorical worlds in The Gospel According to Jesus Christ, which challenge religious

dogma and promote spiritual questioning

Saramago?s utopia is not static but dynamic, often revealing the imperfections that arise even in
idealized communities, thus emphasizing the ongoing process of societal evolution.

The Necessity of Envisioning Utopia and Reimagining History

Why does Saramago argue that the reimagining of history and the pursuit of utopia are necessary
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human endeavors?

- To prevent complacency: Accepting the status quo can lead to societal stagnation or decline.
- To foster empathy: Imagining alternative worlds helps us understand others? experiences and

injustices.
- To motivate action: Hope rooted in utopian visions can inspire grassroots movements and

political activism.
- To cultivate collective memory: Remembering and reinterpreting history enables societies to

learn and grow.

He posits that without the active pursuit of utopia and critical engagement with history, societies risk
falling into cycles of oppression, violence, and disillusionment. Literature, especially works like his,
becomes a tool for awakening consciousness and encouraging a collective effort toward better
futures.

How Saramago?s Works Illustrate the Necessity of Utopian Thought and Historical Awareness

Saramago?s narratives often serve as philosophical laboratories where ideas of history, utopia, and
necessity intersect.

Some illustrative themes include:

- Collective responsibility: In Seeing, characters confront societal blindness?both literal and
metaphorical?highlighting the importance of awareness and collective action.

- The challenge of authority: In The Gospel According to Jesus Christ, he questions religious
authority and dogma, urging readers to think critically about power structures.

- Memory and forgetting: Blindness demonstrates how societal amnesia can lead to chaos,
emphasizing the importance of remembering and understanding history.

- Hope as a political act: His characters often strive for better worlds, reflecting the idea that
utopian visions are essential to human progress.

Through these narratives, Saramago demonstrates that:

- Imagining utopias is an act of resistance against despair
- Engaging with history critically is necessary to avoid repeating mistakes
- The act of envisioning a better society is itself a form of necessary activism

Practical Implications and Contemporary Relevance
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In today?s world, marked by political upheaval, climate crises, and social inequalities, Saramago?s
insights remain profoundly relevant.

The key lessons include:

- Historical literacy is essential for informed citizenship.
- Utopian thinking can inspire innovative solutions to complex problems.
- Critical reflection on societal narratives can uncover hidden injustices.
- Collective imagination is a powerful tool for social transformation.

Engaging with Saramago?s themes encourages us to:

- Question official histories and seek diverse perspectives
- Dream of equitable, sustainable societies
- Recognize the importance of collective responsibility in shaping history and future

Conclusion: Why The Legacy of Saramago?s Thought Matters

Jose Saramago?s exploration of history, utopia, and the necessity of imagining better worlds is more
than literary critique; it?s a call to action. His works remind us that the stories we tell about
ourselves?our histories?and the visions we craft for the future?our utopias?are intertwined with our
collective destiny.

By understanding and embracing these themes, we acknowledge that the pursuit of a just and
compassionate society is an ongoing project, rooted in critical awareness, creative imagination, and
active participation. Saramago?s writings serve as a testament to the enduring power of literature as
a force for societal reflection and change, affirming that the necessity of reimagining history and
utopia is fundamental to human progress.

In essence, Jose Saramago?s legacy teaches us that to navigate the complexities of our shared
existence, we must continually revisit our past, dream of better worlds, and recognize that the act of
imagining is itself an essential act of human necessity.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the main themes explored in Jose Saramago's 'History, Utopia, and
the Necessity of'? The work delves into themes such as the nature of history, the concept of utopia,
human necessity, and the philosophical reflections on societal progress and individual agency. How
does Saramago depict the concept of utopia in his writings? Saramago presents utopia as both an
aspirational goal and a complex idea, highlighting its potential to inspire change while also
acknowledging its challenges and the importance of critical reflection. In what ways does 'History,
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Utopia, and the Necessity of' influence contemporary discussions on societal reform? The work
encourages readers to reconsider historical narratives, question the feasibility of utopian ideals, and
recognize the necessity of active participation in shaping a better future. What role does history play
in Saramago's perspective on utopia and necessity? Saramago emphasizes that understanding
history is crucial to imagining meaningful utopias and recognizing the human necessities that drive
societal evolution. Why is the concept of necessity important in Saramago's philosophy? Necessity
is seen as a fundamental driver of human action and progress, emphasizing that acknowledging
essential needs is vital for creating sustainable and meaningful societal change. How does
Saramago challenge traditional views of utopia in his work? He questions the idealism often
associated with utopia, advocating for a realistic approach that considers historical context and
human limitations while striving for betterment. What is the significance of 'history' in understanding
utopian visions according to Saramago? History provides the lessons and context needed to
evaluate utopian ideas, ensuring they are grounded in reality and informed by past experiences.
Can Saramago's ideas about necessity and utopia be applied to current social movements? Yes, his
insights encourage contemporary movements to critically assess historical patterns, recognize
essential human needs, and pursue pragmatic yet aspirational goals for societal improvement. 

 
Related keywords: Jose Saramago, history, utopia, necessity, literary analysis, Portuguese
literature, philosophical themes, dystopian novels, social critique, narrative style

ESSBASE QUESTION

essbase question is a common term that many users encounter when working with Oracle
Essbase, a powerful multi-dimensional database management system designed for complex
analytical applications. Whether you are a beginner trying to understand the basics or an
experienced user seeking advanced solutions, addressing your Essbase questions is vital for
optimizing performance, ensuring accurate data analysis, and streamlining your reporting
processes. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore some of the most frequently asked Essbase
questions, provide clear answers, and offer best practices to help you become more proficient with
this robust tool.

Understanding Essbase: The Basics

What is Essbase and How Does It Work?

Essbase, short for Extended Spreadsheet Database, is an OLAP (Online Analytical Processing)
server that enables users to analyze large amounts of data quickly and efficiently. It organizes data
into multi-dimensional cubes, allowing for complex calculations, data modeling, and reporting.
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Essbase works by:

- Storing data in multi-dimensional cubes based on various dimensions like time, products,
regions, etc.

- Allowing users to perform fast aggregations and calculations across these dimensions.
- Supporting integration with various reporting tools and Excel for seamless data analysis.

What Are the Core Components of Essbase?

Understanding the core components is essential:

- Application: The logical container for databases, outlines, and data.
- Database (Cube): The actual multi-dimensional data store.
- Outline: Metadata that defines dimensions, members, hierarchies, and calculations.
- Data Load and Refresh: Processes for populating or updating data within the database.
- Calculation Scripts: Custom scripts for complex aggregations and data manipulations.
- Client Tools: Such as Smart View, Essbase Administration Services, and other third-party tools

for data interaction.

Common Essbase Questions and Their Solutions

1. How Do I Create and Set Up an Essbase Application and Database?

Creating an Essbase application involves several steps:

- Use the Essbase Administration Console or EAS Client.
- Define a new application, providing a name and description.
- Create a database within the application, specifying dimensions like Time, Product, and

Geography.
- Define the outline (metadata), including members, hierarchies, and properties.
- Load data into the database via data load rules or manual entry.

Best Practices:

- Plan your outline structure carefully to optimize query performance.
- Use shared hierarchies for common dimensions to reduce redundancy.
- Regularly validate the outline for consistency and completeness.

Published by: autodiscover.nexoiberia.com Page 9 of 29



Homebrewing for dummies,2/e Textbook Vol. 2024, Issue 3

2. What Are the Differences Between Data Loads and Data Updates?

- Data Load: Typically involves importing large datasets into the database from external sources,
like CSV files, flat files, or ERP systems.

- Data Update: Might involve incremental changes or corrections to existing data, often performed
via data load rules or manual inputs.

Tips:

- Use batch scripts or automation tools for frequent data loads.
- Ensure data integrity by validating source data before import.

3. How Can I Improve Essbase Query Performance?

Performance optimization is a common concern:

- Optimize your outline structure, minimizing the number of sparse and dense dimensions.
- Use aggregate storage databases for faster retrieval of summarized data.
- Leverage stored calculations and calculation scripts efficiently.
- Maintain proper index and data compression settings.
- Regularly run database rebuilds and optimize outline hierarchies.

4. How Do I Write Calculation Scripts in Essbase?

Calculation scripts are used to perform complex calculations, data manipulations, or aggregations:

- Use the Calc Script Editor within EAS or MaxL scripting.
- Common functions include `FIX`, `RANGE`, `FEEDER`, and `STORED`.
- Scripts can be scheduled or triggered after data loads.

Example:

```plaintext

FIX('Product_A')

'Sales' = 'Sales' 1.1;
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ENDFIX

```

This increases sales for Product_A by 10%.

5. How Do I Handle Errors During Data Load or Calculation?

Error handling is crucial:

- Check the data load logs for detailed error messages.
- Validate source data before loading.
- Use the `-errfile` parameter in MaxL scripts to log problematic records.
- Set appropriate error thresholds and warnings.
- Use the `@ISERROR` and `@ERROR` functions within calculation scripts for error detection.

Advanced Essbase Topics

1. How Do I Manage Security and Access in Essbase?

Security management involves controlling user access at various levels:

- Application Security: Define user roles and permissions for applications and databases.
- Data Security: Restrict access to specific data or members.
- Cell Security: Limit access to individual data points.

Best Practices:

- Use groups and roles for easier management.
- Regularly review access rights.
- Implement data security rules for sensitive information.

2. What Are Best Practices for Designing an Efficient Outline?

A well-designed outline enhances query speed and manageability:

- Keep hierarchies simple and logical.
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- Use shared parent members where possible.
- Avoid excessive nesting.
- Minimize the number of sparse dimensions.
- Use attribute dimensions to add metadata without increasing sparsity.

3. How Can I Automate Essbase Administration Tasks?

Automation can save time and reduce errors:

- Use MaxL scripts for batch operations like database creation, data loads, and backups.
- Schedule scripts via cron jobs or Windows Task Scheduler.
- Utilize APIs and SDKs for custom automation solutions.
- Implement monitoring tools for proactive alerts and maintenance.

Common Troubleshooting Tips for Essbase

1. Why Are My Queries Slow?

- Check for overly complex outlines or large sparse dimensions.
- Ensure the database is optimized with aggregate storage if applicable.
- Review calculation scripts for inefficiencies.
- Monitor server resource utilization.

2. How Do I Resolve Data Load Errors?

- Examine load logs for specific error messages.
- Validate the format and content of source files.
- Use error files to identify problematic records.
- Confirm that data aligns with outline members.

3. What Should I Do If Calculations Are Not Running as Expected?

- Verify calculation script syntax.
- Check for missing members or outline inconsistencies.
- Ensure data is loaded before calculations.
- Review server logs for errors or warnings.
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Conclusion: Mastering Essbase Questions for Better Data Analysis

Addressing Essbase questions effectively requires a combination of understanding its architecture,
best practices in design, and experience with troubleshooting. Whether you?re creating applications,
optimizing performance, managing security, or automating tasks, continuous learning and
experimentation are key. Utilize official Oracle documentation, community forums, and training
resources to deepen your knowledge. With a solid grasp of common and advanced Essbase
questions, you will be better prepared to leverage this powerful tool for insightful, accurate, and
efficient data analysis.

Remember: The more familiar you are with Essbase?s features and functionalities, the better
equipped you will be to solve challenges and harness its full potential for your organization?s
analytical needs.
 
Essbase Questions: An In-Depth Guide to Mastering Oracle Essbase

Oracle Essbase is a powerful multidimensional database management system, widely used for
complex analytical and business intelligence applications. As organizations increasingly rely on
Essbase for financial planning, budgeting, forecasting, and data analysis, understanding common
questions surrounding its deployment, configuration, and optimization becomes vital. This
comprehensive guide aims to answer the most pressing Essbase questions, offering insights into its
architecture, functionalities, troubleshooting strategies, and best practices.

Understanding Essbase Fundamentals

What is Oracle Essbase?

Essbase (Extended System for Business Analysis) is a multi-dimensional database platform
designed to support complex analytical calculations, reporting, and data modeling. Unlike traditional
relational databases, Essbase allows users to analyze data across multiple dimensions
simultaneously, providing a flexible and efficient environment for business intelligence.

Key features include:

- Multi-dimensional data storage
- Fast aggregation and retrieval
- Support for complex calculations
- Integration with Excel, BI tools, and other applications

What are the Core Components of Essbase?
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Essbase architecture comprises the following primary components:

- Application: The logical container for databases, outlines the structure and contains data.
- Database: Stores the actual multi-dimensional data, including data blocks, index files, and

outline (metadata).
- Outline: Defines the dimensional structure?hierarchies, members, and properties.
- Server (Essbase Server): The core engine managing data storage, retrieval, and calculations.
- Client Tools: Interfaces like Smart View, Calculation Manager, and Essbase Administration

Services (EAS).

Common Essbase Questions and Their Solutions

1. How Do I Create an Essbase Application and Database?

Creating an application and database involves several steps:

- Using EAS Console:
- Log into the Essbase Administration Services Console.
- Right-click on "Applications" and select "Create Application."
- Name your application and specify settings.
- Defining the Outline:
- Create dimensions (e.g., Time, Products, Regions).
- Define hierarchies and members.
- Creating the Database:
- Right-click on the application.
- Choose "Create Database."
- Link the outline file.
- Configure properties such as data storage options and calculation settings.

Best Practices:

- Plan your outline carefully before creating the database.
- Use consistent naming conventions.
- Keep in mind the storage options (Block Storage vs. Aggregate Storage).

2. How Can I Optimize Essbase Performance?

Performance optimization is critical for large-scale Essbase deployments:
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- Data Storage Optimization:
- Use Aggregate Storage Option (ASO) for faster query performance on large datasets.
- Use Block Storage Option (BSO) for complex calculations.
- Outline Design:
- Keep hierarchies shallow where possible.
- Avoid dense sparse matrix issues.
- Minimize the number of members in high-cardinality dimensions.
- Calculation Tuning:
- Use smarter calculation scripts.
- Pre-aggregate data where feasible.
- Server Tuning:
- Allocate sufficient RAM and CPU resources.
- Regularly monitor server logs and metrics.
- Data Loading:
- Use optimized load rules and parallel data loads.

Tools for Performance Monitoring:

- Essbase Statistics and Log Files
- Performance Monitor in EAS
- External tools like Hyperion Performance Management Suite

3. What Are Calculation Scripts and How Are They Used?

Calculation scripts are essential for performing complex data manipulations and aggregations:

- Purpose:
- Automate data calculations.
- Perform allocations, adjustments, or custom aggregations.
- Components:
- FIX statements: Define the scope (e.g., specific dimensions or members).
- Calculation commands: e.g., `SUM`, `DIFFERENCE`, `RANGE`.
- Conditional logic: IF statements, loops.
- Best Practices:
- Use `SET` commands to optimize execution.
- Break down complex scripts into modular, reusable pieces.
- Test scripts on smaller datasets before full deployment.

4. How Do I Handle Data Loading and Integration?

Published by: autodiscover.nexoiberia.com Page 15 of 29



Homebrewing for dummies,2/e Textbook Vol. 2024, Issue 3

Data integration is often a challenge in Essbase environments:

- Data Loading Methods:
- Load Rules: Define how data from flat files maps to Essbase.
- MaxL Scripts: Automate load and export tasks.
- ODBC/SQL: For direct database integrations.
- Data Management Tools: Use Oracle Data Integrator or FDMEE for ETL processes.
- Best Practices:
- Validate source data before loading.
- Schedule loads during off-peak hours.
- Use parallel loading where appropriate.
- Maintain version control of load rules.

5. What Are Common Security Concerns in Essbase?

Security is paramount, especially in financial environments:

- User and Group Management:
- Define roles with specific access rights.
- Use LDAP or other directory services for authentication.
- Data Security:
- Set granular access permissions at the member level.
- Implement data security filters.
- Application Security:
- Control who can create, modify, or delete applications and databases.
- Best Practices:
- Regularly review user permissions.
- Use SSL for secure connections.
- Audit logs for tracking user activity.

6. How Do I Troubleshoot Common Essbase Issues?

Troubleshooting is an ongoing part of Essbase administration:

Common issues include:

- Slow query response times
- Failed data loads
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- Calculation errors
- Connection failures

Troubleshooting Steps:

- Check Logs:

- Review Essbase server logs for errors.

- Monitor Server Resources:

- CPU, memory, disk I/O.

- Validate Outline and Data:

- Ensure outline members and data are consistent.

- Test Network Connectivity:

- Confirm client-server communication.

- Review Calculation Scripts:

- Debug or simplify scripts causing errors.

- Use Diagnostic Tools:

- Essbase Performance Monitor.
- Hyperion System Management tools.
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Advanced Essbase Topics

1. Difference Between BSO and ASO Databases

Understanding the differences helps in choosing the right storage option:

| Aspect | Block Storage Option (BSO) | Aggregate Storage Option (ASO) |

|---------|----------------------------|------------------------------|

| Use Case | Complex calculations, detailed data | Large-scale queries, fast aggregations |

| Data Storage | Blocks with dense and sparse storage | Multilevel aggregations |

| Calculations | Supports complex, custom calculations | Less flexible, optimized for querying |

| Performance | Slower on large datasets | Faster for read-only, large datasets |

2. Data Security and Member-Level Permissions

Member-level security ensures sensitive data is protected:

- Define security filters at member levels.
- Use "Access Control" features in EAS.
- Implement dynamic security with load rules.
- Regular audits and reviews of permissions.

3. Integration with Other BI Tools

Essbase integrates well with:

- Oracle BI Suite: For comprehensive analytics.
- Microsoft Excel: Using Smart View for ad-hoc analysis.
- OBIEE / OBIA: For enterprise reporting.
- Data Visualization Tools: Tableau, Power BI (via connectors).

Best Practices:
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- Use ODBC/JDBC connectors for seamless data access.
- Automate data refreshes with MaxL scripts.
- Design reports considering Essbase's multi-dimensional structure.

4. Upgrading and Patching Essbase

Upgrading ensures access to new features and security patches:

- Pre-Upgrade Planning:
- Backup all applications and outlines.
- Review release notes.
- Upgrade Process:
- Use Oracle's recommended procedures.
- Test in a staging environment.
- Validate data and functionality post-upgrade.
- Patch Management:
- Apply patches regularly to maintain security and stability.

Best Practices and Tips for Essbase Deployment

- Design for Scalability:
- Plan hierarchies and dimensions with future growth in mind.
- Use partitioning if needed.
- Maintain Documentation:
- Document outline structures, calculations, and security settings.
- Regular Maintenance:
- Clean up unused applications.
- Rebuild outlines periodically.
- User Training:
- Educate users on best practices for data entry, querying, and report generation.
- Automate Routine Tasks:
- Use MaxL scripts for data loads, backups, and calculations.
- Monitor and Audit:
- Set up monitoring dashboards.
- Conduct periodic security audits.

Conclusion

Navigating the landscape of Oracle Essbase involves understanding its architecture, optimizing
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performance, ensuring security, and troubleshooting issues effectively. The questions addressed in
this guide cover foundational knowledge, practical implementation, and advanced topics, providing a
comprehensive resource for both new and experienced Essbase administrators.

Mastering these aspects not only streamlines deployment and maintenance but also unlocks the full
potential of Essbase for delivering insightful, timely business intelligence. Whether you're
 

 QuestionAnswer What is an Essbase question and why is it important in business analytics? An
Essbase question typically refers to a query or issue related to Oracle Essbase, a multi-dimensional
database management system used for complex analytical calculations and reporting.
Understanding Essbase questions helps users troubleshoot, optimize, and effectively utilize
Essbase for business intelligence and decision-making. How can I troubleshoot common Essbase
calculation issues? Troubleshooting Essbase calculation issues involves checking calculation scripts
for errors, verifying data loads, reviewing the outline structure, ensuring proper dimension member
hierarchies, and examining error logs. Using tools like Essbase Studio and MaxL scripts can also
assist in identifying and resolving calculation problems. What are best practices for optimizing
Essbase cube performance? Best practices include designing an efficient outline structure,
minimizing dense data blocks, using aggregate storage options wisely, optimizing calc scripts,
enabling caching, and regularly analyzing query logs to identify and address bottlenecks. How do I
create a dimension in Essbase? To create a dimension in Essbase, use the Outline Editor or MaxL
scripting to define the dimension's members, hierarchies, and properties. Typically, you start by
defining the dimension structure, then load data and build the cube for analysis. What are common
Essbase error messages and how can I resolve them? Common Essbase errors include 'Data load
failed,' 'Calculation script error,' and 'Outline structure mismatch.' Resolving these involves checking
data formats, ensuring script syntax correctness, validating outline structure consistency, and
reviewing logs for specific error details. How does Essbase integrate with other BI tools like
Hyperion or Oracle Analytics? Essbase integrates seamlessly with other BI tools such as Hyperion
Planning, Oracle Analytics, and OBIEE by connecting through ODBC/OLE DB, enabling real-time
data analysis, reporting, and dashboard creation based on Essbase cubes. What are the latest
trends in Essbase development and usage? Latest trends include cloud deployment of Essbase on
Oracle Cloud, enhanced integration with AI and machine learning for predictive analytics, improved
visualization capabilities, and the adoption of Essbase as part of broader enterprise data analytics
strategies. 

 
Related keywords: Essbase, Essbase questions, Essbase troubleshooting, Essbase tutorials,
Essbase support, Essbase tutorials, Essbase tips, Essbase database, Essbase cube, Essbase
query

Read the full article online: Essbase Question
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L A CRITURE CHINOISE

l a criture chinoise est l?un des systèmes d?écriture les plus anciens et les plus complexes au
monde. Utilisée depuis plusieurs millénaires, cette écriture a profondément influencé non seulement
la langue chinoise, mais aussi la culture, la philosophie et l?art en Asie orientale. Comprendre la
critique de la calligraphie chinoise, ses origines, ses caractéristiques principales, ainsi que ses
différentes formes, permet d?apprécier toute la richesse et la subtilité de cette tradition millénaire.
Dans cet article, nous explorerons en détail l?histoire de la critique de la calligraphie chinoise, ses
principes fondamentaux, ses styles principaux, et son importance dans la culture chinoise
contemporaine.

Histoire de la critique de la calligraphie chinoise

Les origines de l?écriture chinoise

L?histoire de la critique de la calligraphie chinoise remonte à plus de 3000 ans, avec l?émergence
des premières formes d?écriture. La plus ancienne inscription connue est celle des os oraculaires
de la dynastie Shang (1600-1046 av. J.-C.), qui témoigne des premières tentatives de transcription
phonétique et symbolique.

Évolution à travers les dynasties

Au fil des dynasties, la calligraphie chinoise a évolué en plusieurs styles, chacun reflétant les goûts
esthétiques, philosophiques et politiques de son époque. La dynastie Han (206 av. J.-C. ? 220 ap.
J.-C.) voit l?émergence de styles standards et la naissance de la critique artistique. La période Tang
(618-907) est considérée comme l?âge d?or de la calligraphie, avec la promotion de maîtres
célèbres dont les ?uvres sont encore étudiées et critiquées aujourd?hui.

La critique dans la tradition chinoise

La critique de la calligraphie en Chine n?est pas seulement esthétique ; elle est aussi
philosophique. La calligraphie est vue comme une expression de la moralité et du caractère de
l?artiste. La critique vise donc à évaluer non seulement la maîtrise technique, mais aussi l?esprit et
la moralité du calligraphe.

Principes fondamentaux de la critique de la calligraphie chinoise

La technique

La maîtrise technique est la base de toute critique. Elle inclut :
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- La maîtrise du pinceau : pression, angle, vitesse
- La maîtrise de l?encre et du papier
- La maîtrise des formes et des structures des caractères

La composition

L?harmonie dans la disposition des caractères et leur relation dans l?espace est essentielle. La
critique porte sur :

- La balance entre les caractères
- La cohérence stylistique
- La fluidité et la dynamique de la composition

Le style et l?expression

Chaque style de calligraphie transmet une atmosphère ou une émotion particulière. La critique
examine :

- La fidélité au style choisi
- L?expression de la personnalité de l?artiste
- La capacité à transmettre une idée ou une émotion à travers l?écriture

Le contexte culturel et philosophique

La critique ne peut être dissociée de la philosophie chinoise, notamment du taoïsme, du
confucianisme et du bouddhisme. Elle considère la calligraphie comme une voie pour atteindre la
moralité, l?harmonie et la spiritualité.

Les styles de la calligraphie chinoise

Les principaux styles traditionnels

La calligraphie chinoise se divise en plusieurs styles, chacun ayant ses caractéristiques propres :

- Seal Script (??, Zhuànsh?) : Style ancien, utilisé pour les sceaux, caractérisé par des lignes
épaisses et uniformes.

- Clerical Script (??, Lìsh?) : Style de transition, plus rectiligne et stable, apparu durant la dynastie
Han.
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- Regular Script (??, K?ish?) : Style standard, facile à lire, le plus utilisé dans l?apprentissage.
- Running Script (??, Xíngsh?) : Style semi-cursive, fluide, permettant une écriture rapide tout en

restant lisible.
- Cursive Script (??, C?osh?) : Style totalement fluide et abstrait, souvent utilisé pour

l?expression artistique.

Les styles modernes et contemporains

Les artistes contemporains expérimentent souvent avec la calligraphie, mêlant tradition et
innovation. Certains styles modernes privilégient :

- La fusion de différentes techniques artistiques
- La liberté d?expression
- La critique sociale ou personnelle à travers l?écriture

Les grands maîtres et leur influence

Maîtres anciens célèbres

Plusieurs maîtres ont marqué l?histoire de la calligraphie chinoise :

- Wang Xizhi (303-361) : considéré comme le plus grand calligraphe de tous les temps.
- Yan Zhenqing (709-785) : célèbre pour son style solide et puissant.
- Su Shi (1037-1101) : poète et calligraphe, maître de la liberté expressive.

Maîtres modernes et contemporains

Des artistes comme Qi Baishi, Zhang Daqian, et plus récemment, Hong Yi, ont innové dans la
pratique et la critique de la calligraphie, en intégrant des éléments modernes et en repensant la
tradition.

La critique de la calligraphie chinoise dans la pratique contemporaine

Les institutions et la formation

De nos jours, la critique est intégrée dans l?enseignement de la calligraphie dans des écoles
spécialisées, des universités, et des ateliers d?art. Les critiques professionnels et les amateurs
expérimentés jouent un rôle essentiel dans l?évaluation des ?uvres.

Published by: autodiscover.nexoiberia.com Page 23 of 29



Homebrewing for dummies,2/e Textbook Vol. 2024, Issue 3

Les concours et expositions

Les compétitions de calligraphie sont courantes en Chine et à l?étranger. Elles permettent une
critique constructive et une reconnaissance des talents.

La critique en ligne et la vulgarisation

Avec l?émergence des médias sociaux, la critique de la calligraphie chinoise s?est démocratisée.
Les artistes et amateurs partagent leurs ?uvres, reçoivent des feedbacks, et participent à des
échanges critiques.

Importance culturelle et symbolique de la critique de la calligraphie

Un reflet de la moralité et du caractère

La critique de la calligraphie ne se limite pas à l?esthétique ; elle est aussi une manière d?évaluer la
moralité, l?esprit et la personnalité de l?artiste. La calligraphie est considérée comme un miroir de la
vertu.

Un vecteur de patrimoine immatériel

La critique contribue à préserver, transmettre et moderniser cette tradition ancestrale. Elle permet
d?adapter la calligraphie aux enjeux culturels contemporains tout en respectant ses racines.

Une forme d?expression artistique universelle

Aujourd?hui, la critique de la calligraphie chinoise dépasse ses frontières, inspirant des artistes et
critiques à travers le monde, et favorisant une compréhension interculturelle.

Conclusion

La critique de la calligraphie chinoise est un art en soi, alliant technique, esthétique, philosophie et
spiritualité. Elle évolue constamment, nourrie par la tradition tout en s?adaptant aux contextes
modernes. Comprendre ses principes, ses styles et ses maîtres permet d?apprécier cette pratique
comme une voie d?expression profonde et une richesse du patrimoine culturel chinois. Que vous
soyez un amateur, un artiste ou un étudiant, la critique de la calligraphie chinoise offre une fenêtre
ouverte sur une tradition ancestrale qui continue de rayonner dans le monde entier.
 
L?écriture chinoise

L?écriture chinoise, véritable joyau de la civilisation orientale, fascine par sa richesse historique, sa
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complexité esthétique et sa profonde signification culturelle. Depuis des millénaires, cette forme
d?écriture a évolué pour devenir un système unique, mêlant art, linguistique et philosophie. Dans
cet article, nous explorerons en détail les origines, les structures, les styles, et l?impact culturel de
l?écriture chinoise, offrant ainsi une compréhension approfondie de cette écriture emblématique.

Origines et histoire de l?écriture chinoise

Les premières formes d?écriture

L?histoire de l?écriture chinoise remonte à environ 3 000 à 4 000 ans avant notre ère. Les
premières traces écrites se retrouvent sur des os oraculaires (jiaguwen), utilisés lors de pratiques
divinatoires durant la dynastie Shang (environ 1600?1046 av. J.-C.). Ces inscriptions, gravées sur
des os ou des carapaces de tortue, constituent les plus anciennes formes de caractères chinois
connus à ce jour.

Les inscriptions sur os oraculaires sont caractérisées par leur nature symbolique et leur simplicité
relative, souvent gravées à la main, avec des traits épais et marquants. Leur but était de
communiquer avec le divin, de prévoir l?avenir ou de consigner des événements importants. Ces
premiers caractères posent les bases de la structure graphique de l?écriture chinoise.

Évolution vers des formes plus sophistiquées

Au fil des dynasties, notamment durant la période des Zhou (1046?256 av. J.-C.), l?écriture s?est
raffinée, donnant naissance à des formes appelées « bronzes » (jinwen), gravées sur des vases et
des objets rituels. Ces caractères se sont complexifiés, intégrant plus de détails et une plus grande
expressivité artistique.

L?ère des Han (206 av. J.-C. ? 220 ap. J.-C.) marque une étape majeure avec l?introduction de
l?écriture régulière (kaishu), une forme plus standardisée qui reste encore aujourd?hui la base de
l?écriture moderne. La standardisation de cette écriture a permis la diffusion plus aisée de la
littérature, des lois et des documents administratifs.

Les caractéristiques fondamentales de l?écriture chinoise

Les caractères logographiques

L?une des particularités essentielles de l?écriture chinoise est qu?elle repose principalement sur
des caractères logographiques. Contrairement aux alphabets phonétiques, chaque caractère
représente une idée, un mot ou une syllabe entière. Cela confère à l?écriture une dimension
visuelle forte, où chaque symbole possède une signification propre.

Published by: autodiscover.nexoiberia.com Page 25 of 29



Homebrewing for dummies,2/e Textbook Vol. 2024, Issue 3

Les caractères chinois sont généralement composés de traits qui suivent des règles spécifiques,
comme le « trait de gauche à droite » ou le « trait vertical avant horizontal ». La maîtrise de ces
traits est cruciale pour une écriture correcte et esthétique.

La composition des caractères

Les caractères chinois sont souvent composés de plusieurs éléments, appelés « composants » ou «
radicals ». Ces radicaux jouent un double rôle : ils donnent une idée ou une catégorie sémantique
au caractère, tout en aidant à sa classification dans des dictionnaires.

Il existe environ 214 radicaux principaux, qui constituent la base pour l?organisation des caractères.
Par exemple, le radical « ? » (shu?) signifie « eau » et apparaît dans des caractères liés à l?eau ou
aux liquides.

Voici quelques exemples de composants courants :

- Radical « ? » (mù) : lié aux arbres ou au bois
- Radical « ? » (hu?) : lié au feu
- Radical « ? » (x?n) : lié aux émotions ou à l?esprit

La combinaison de radicaux et de traits permet de former des milliers de caractères, chacun porteur
d?une signification spécifique.

Les différents styles d?écriture

L?écriture chinoise n?est pas figée, et plusieurs styles se sont développés au fil du temps, chacun
ayant sa propre esthétique et son usage spécifique.

- L?écriture régulière (Kaishu) : la forme standardisée, claire et ordonnée, utilisée dans
l?enseignement et la publication.

- L?écriture cursive (Caoshu): plus fluide et expressive, souvent utilisée par les calligraphes pour
exprimer une émotion ou une spontanéité.

- L?écriture semi-cursive (Xingshu) : un compromis entre régularité et fluidité, très populaire pour
la calligraphie quotidienne.

- L?écriture sur relief ou oracle (Li Shu) : style ancien, gravé sur des objets rituels ou des
inscriptions antiques.

Chaque style a ses règles et ses techniques, mais tous partagent la même base graphique et la
même logique de composition.
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Typographie et calligraphie chinoise

La calligraphie, un art à part entière

La calligraphie chinoise est bien plus qu?une simple écriture ; c?est un art visuel, une pratique
spirituelle et une expression de la personnalité de l?artiste. La maîtrise de la calligraphie requiert
des années d?entraînement, une compréhension profonde des traits, de la composition et du
rythme.

Les calligraphes utilisent des pinceaux en poils de chèvre ou de lapin, de l?encre de Chine
(moisturée avec de l?eau) et du papier de riz pour créer des ?uvres d?une beauté exceptionnelle.
La pression exercée sur le pinceau, la vitesse d?exécution et la disposition des caractères
contribuent à donner vie à chaque pièce.

Les ?uvres de calligraphie sont souvent considérées comme un reflet de l?âme de leur créateur, et
sont valorisées dans la culture chinoise comme un symbole de sagesse et de maîtrise.

Les styles de calligraphie

Les styles de calligraphie chinois se classent généralement en plusieurs catégories, chacune
adaptée à un usage ou à une expression spécifique :

- Seal Script (Zhuanshu) : le style ancien, utilisé pour les sceaux officiels, avec des traits arrondis
et stylisés.

- Clerical Script (Lishu) : adopté durant la dynastie Han, caractérisé par des traits horizontaux
larges et une structure stable.

- Regular Script (Kaishu) : le style moderne, clair, équilibré, utilisé dans les textes imprimés.
- Running Script (Xingshu) : semi-cursif, fluide, idéal pour une écriture rapide tout en restant

lisible.
- Cursive Script (Caoshu) : très expressif, souvent difficile à déchiffrer pour un non-initié, mais

très apprécié pour sa dynamique.

Impact culturel de la calligraphie

La calligraphie chinoise est inscrite au patrimoine mondial immatériel de l?UNESCO. Elle incarne
une philosophie de l?harmonie, de la discipline et de l?expression de soi. La pratique de la
calligraphie permet de cultiver la patience, la concentration, et une appréciation profonde de la
beauté des caractères.

Les outils et matériaux de l?écriture chinoise
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Les quatre trésors du lettré

Les artistes et érudits chinois ont traditionnellement utilisé ce que l?on appelle « les quatre trésors
du lettré » pour pratiquer leur art :

- Le pinceau (Mao bi) : en poils naturels, avec une variété de formes et de tailles pour différents
styles.

- L?encre (Mo) : généralement en bâton, qu?il faut broyer sur une pierre à encre pour obtenir une
pâte noire de qualité.

- La pierre à encre (Yan) : une surface plate en pierre ou en jade où l?on broie l?encre.
- Le papier de riz (Xuan zhi) : fin, absorbant, permettant de capturer la finesse des traits.

Ces outils sont encore aujourd?hui indispensables pour la pratique de la calligraphie et la peinture
chinoise.

Matériaux modernes et numérique

Avec la modernisation, la pratique de l?écriture chinoise s?est adaptée à l?ère numérique. Les
logiciels de calligraphie, les tablettes graphiques et les polices numériques permettent de reproduire
avec fidélité les styles traditionnels, facilitant la diffusion et l?apprentissage.

Cependant, l?authenticité et la sensibilité artistique restent souvent liées à l?utilisation des outils
traditionnels, notamment pour ceux qui cherchent à préserver la dimension spirituelle de cet art.

La place de l?écriture chinoise dans la culture contemporaine

Une tradition vivante

Malgré l?urbanisation et l?influence des langues phonétiques comme le pinyin, l?écriture chinoise
demeure un pilier de l?identité culturelle chinoise. Elle est omniprésente dans la vie quotidienne,
que ce soit à travers la signalétique, la décoration, ou la calligraphie artistique.

Les écoles en Chine maintiennent une forte tradition d?apprentissage de l?écriture, insistant sur la
maîtrise des caractères et la calligraphie en tant que voie de développement personnel.

Innovation et modernité

Aujourd?hui, de nombreux artistes contemporains innovent en intégrant l?écriture chinoise
 

 QuestionAnswer Qu'est-ce que la 'l a criture chinoise' et comment est-elle utilisée aujourd'hui?
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La 'l a criture chinoise' désigne l'écriture chinoise traditionnelle ou moderne utilisée pour écrire la
langue chinoise. Elle est encore largement utilisée en Chine, à Taïwan, à Hong Kong, ainsi que
dans la calligraphie et l'art. Aujourd'hui, elle coexiste avec le pinyin, un système romanisé, et reste
un symbole culturel important. Quels sont les principaux styles de l'écriture chinoise? Les principaux
styles incluent le kaishu (écriture régulière), le xingshu (semi-cursive), le caoshu (cursive), et le lishu
(écriture clericale). Chaque style a ses caractéristiques artistiques et historiques, utilisés dans
différentes contextes artistiques et officiels. Comment apprendre la lecture et l'écriture des
caractères chinois? L'apprentissage passe par la mémorisation des caractères, la pratique de la
calligraphie, et l'étude des radicaux. Il est recommandé d'utiliser des applications, des manuels, et
de suivre des cours avec des enseignants pour progresser efficacement. Quelle est l'importance
culturelle de la calligraphie chinoise? La calligraphie est considérée comme une forme d'art majeure
en Chine, reflétant la personnalité de l'artiste et sa maîtrise du style. Elle est profondément liée à la
philosophie, la poésie, et l'histoire chinoise, étant un moyen d'expression artistique et spirituelle.
Quels sont les défis liés à la simplification des caractères chinois? La simplification vise à faciliter
l'apprentissage et l'écriture, mais elle a aussi suscité des débats sur la perte de certains aspects
esthétiques et historiques. Les caractères simplifiés sont principalement utilisés en Chine
continentale, tandis que Taïwan et Hong Kong privilégient la version traditionnelle. Comment la
technologie influence-t-elle la pratique de l'écriture chinoise? Les outils numériques, comme les
claviers et les tablettes, permettent de taper rapidement des caractères. La reconnaissance de
caractères et les applications éducatives facilitent aussi l'apprentissage et la diffusion de l'écriture
chinoise moderne. Quels sont les grands maîtres de la calligraphie chinoise contemporaine? Parmi
eux, des artistes comme Zhang Daqian et Qi Baishi ont marqué l'histoire de la calligraphie moderne.
Aujourd'hui, plusieurs artistes contemporains continuent d'explorer et de renouveler cette tradition à
travers des expositions et des ?uvres innovantes. Quels sont les événements ou festivals liés à la
calligraphie chinoise? Le Festival de la Calligraphie en Chine, ainsi que des expositions annuelles
dans de nombreuses villes, célèbrent cet art. Ces événements mettent en avant des concours, des
démonstrations et des ateliers pour promouvoir la pratique et la préservation de la calligraphie
chinoise. 

 
Related keywords: calligraphie chinoise, art chinois, écriture traditionnelle, pinceau chinois,
caractères chinois, peinture chinoise, symboles chinois, calligraphie asiatique, style calligraphique,
art asiatique
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